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Survey on the Actual State of Japanese Regional Wineries

Hiroharu TOKUDA, Satihiro KITAGUCHI, So SATO, Mamoru NAKAZAWA,
and Kotoyoshi NAKANISHI _
Department of Brewing and Fermentation, Tokyo University of Agriculture

Over the past several years, diversification in consumer taste and reports on the beneficial effects of red wine
with regard to health have led to a wine boom in Japan, and overall wine sales have increased. We conducted a
survey to investigate how regional wineries are dealing with the changes brought about by the wine boom. The
results showed that while the amount of wine, especially red wine, produced by Japanese regional wineries has risen,
the number of workers employed and the number of wine brands marketed have not increased to the same extent.
About 60% of the wineries have their own vineyards and make wines mainly from Japanese grapes and/or apples.
Some wines are also made from raw materials obtained locally. A few companies want to use imported raw materials
such as grape juice or bulk wine in the future. Many companies cited "waste-water processing" and "the recycling of
wine bottles" as problems they will need to deal with in the coming years. However, countermeasures against these
problems are being delayed by a lack of funds and a shortage of qualified staff.
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